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 Ms. Sue Folger, Regional Manager NIS, COP U-Media Ukraine, Internews Network (USA)
Bio note Sue Folger is Regional Manager and Country Director in Ukraine for Internews Network, a non-profit international organization with headquarters in the U.S. (www.internews.org). Based in Kyiv, she manages the $18 million USAID-funded U-Media Project. She has spent more than 20 years in the region, initially in Moscow as a student, and subsequently as magazine editor, translator, teacher, field producer for CBS News, and director for Boston University’s Moscow Internship Program. Folger has traveled extensively throughout the former Soviet Union, to cover student riots in Uzbekistan, guide students on a cultural exchange in Karelia, lead treks in Siberia and Central Asia, or raft and row on various rivers in northern Russia or southern Ukraine. Before joining Internews in 2003, Folger coordinated a Russian print media project for New York University’s Center for War, Peace and the News Media, fundraised for Dartmouth College, and managed study abroad programs for Lexia International in Hanover, NH. In Ukraine for over six years, Folger works with exceptional local partner organizations to strengthen independent media in Ukraine and develop a robust media sector. Projects focus on increasing media professionalism, investigative journalism support, media literacy education, new media usage, capacity-building, and improving media laws and legislation. She holds a Master’s degree in Russian language and literature and Certificate of Advanced Study in Russian translation from SUNY-Albany. She has a BA from Mt. Holyoke College, where she majored in Russian, with concentrations in theatre and studio art. When not trying to improve media, Folger is a competitive triathlete and mountain biker, avid skier, and enjoys the outdoors. She lives in Kyiv with her husband, 11-year-old son and their two Ukrainian street dogs.
«Life Story Journal» Conference speech on September 16, 2010 
I think school was the best period of my life. I was born and grew up in Vermont, the state where there are more cows than people. My father was a Professor of Biology and my mother worked as a teacher at school and at family dinners they kept talking about their students. It was in secondary school when I started learning Russian. In 1975 I visited Moscow and Leningrad and when I happened to be in Red Square in February I fell in love with what I saw there. My secondary education was also focused on art and theatre. I keep painting today too. I also love sports and consider team games a key component for understanding the nature of relationships between people and humane development. 
At the university I added History to my interests and hobbies I had at school. I did Masters on Pushkin. Then I started traveling to Moscow and cooperating with Russian journalists. For ten years I used to work at various positions to include CBS and Vremja magazine. Thanks to the work on TV I traveled through the Soviet Union, met interesting journalists. When I came to New York, I worked at New York University at the chair of journalism and was actively involved in supporting various projects, once we organized an exchange of Russian and American journalists.  While in New York and Moscow suddenly I felt an urge to go back home and I returned to my state and started working at the local university where I was involved in fund raising and educational programs abroad. In 2003 Internews agency, I was cooperating with when in Moscow, got in touch with me and offered this job. I was honored and happy to take the job. I had a son already and was looking forward to new job. 
I have two younger brothers, one is a scientist, and another is a chef. My mother died many years ago and my father remarried several times. In the last marriage he has two kids, so I have a sister and a brother. My eleven-year old son Charles is a smart and energetic guy, love sports, he plays soccer and rides the bike, that the passion we share with him, I love bicycle too. I like swimming, generally I love sports and young people going in for sports, they always have a goal. So I share my free time between mountain biking, theatre, concerts, knitting, sowing. But my favorite hobby is my work. 
