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 Mr. Olav Berstad, Royal Norwegian Ambassador to Ukraine (Norway)

Bio note Mr. Berstad joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1982 and has served as a diplomat in Turkey (Ankara), USA (New Orleans and Washington), Russia (Moscow), Azerbaijan (Baku) and now Kyiv. He has in between served in the ministry in Oslo dealing with UN affairs, Middle East conflicts, environmental and nuclear safety, and northern European regional cooperation. As ambassador to Azerbaijan he was also accredited to Georgia, and as ambassador to Ukraine Mr. Berstad is accredited to Belarus. 

Born in 1953 in Tromsø, Northern Norway, Mr. Berstad grew up in Sandnes on the country’s west coast. After high school and military service, he studied Russian, history and archaeology at the University of Oslo. His educational background includes scholarship stays at Leningrad University (USSR) and Lund University (Sweden) in archaeology (the Neolithic period). Archaeology and history continues to be among the ambassador’s main interests, with the rich period of Kiev Rus’ and the extensive Mediaeval contacts with Scandinavia as a special interest area. Mr. Berstad is married, with three children. ***
«Life Story Journal» Conference speech on September 16, 2010
I was quite young when I realized the key advantaged of free society: it gives equal opportunities for personal development irrespective of gender, origin, financial well being of your parents and other things. That`s what you can clearly see in Norway, the country with the highest employment rate. Equal employment and educational opportunities are guaranteed here by law. It has always been like that, including the time when I was at high school.

I believe that when I visited the Soviet Union for the first time when a student the most striking thing was the sharp contrast with Norway. I was keen to see the country but when I did happen to be in Leningrad I was overwhelmed with what I saw. I couldn’t believe that such beauracratic and restricted world like the Soviet Union could exist. I stayed in Leningrad for five months that had a big influence on the choice of my activity. 

Then I studied ancient archeology at Lund (Sweden) and I remain dedicated to this field even now. I am interested in history, namely Kievan Rus, I like music, etc.

But my work remains my main hobby. I have been in diplomatic service since 1980 and it takes most of my time. I have worked and traveled to many countries, to name a few, Ankara, Washington, New Orleans, Moscow and Baku. Naturally I try to spend as much time as I can with my wife and three kids.

